
Bio-Rt. Rev. Dr. Silvester Scott Beaman

Rev.  Dr.  Si lvester  Scot t  Beaman is  a  nat ive of  Niagara Fal ls ,  New York.  He is  

a  B.S.  graduate  of  Wilberforce Universi ty  and a  Masters  of  Divini ty  degree 

graduate  of  Boston Universi ty .  He was awarded the Doctor  of  Divini ty  Degree 

for  Meri tor ious Achievement  in  Chris t ian Minis t ry  and Publ ic  Service by 

Richard Wright  Theological  Seminary in  Evanston,  South Afr ica .  In  June 

2012,  he was the f i rs t  to  receive a  Doctorate  of  Minis t ry  degree from Payne 

Theological  Seminary,  Wilberforce,  Ohio and Bakke Graduate  Universi ty ,  

Seat t le ,  Washington joint  seminary program.

 

Dr.  Beaman's  pastoral  career  began at  Bethel  A.M.E.  Church in  Lackawanna,  

New York,  in  1985.  In  1986,  he was appointed to  the his tor ic  St .  Paul  A.M.E.  

Church in  Hamil ton,  Bermuda.  During his  adminis t ra t ion at  St .  Paul ,  the 

church 's  1 .3-mil l ion-dol lar  debt  was reduced s ignif icant ly ,  new minis t r ies  

were created,  youth programming was fur ther  developed and the Fairhaven 

Chris t ian Drug Rehabi l i ta t ion l ive- in  program for  women was bui l t .  On May 

30,  1993,  he was appointed to  Bethel  A.M.E.  Church in  Wilmington,  

Delaware.   Since that  t ime,  he has  taken in  over  2 ,700 new members .

​

Under  his  adminis t ra t ion,  renovat ions to  the church were completed,  

consis t ing of  a  New South Wing with off ice  space,  ful l  capaci ty  e levator ,  

newly equipped industr ia l -s ize  ki tchen,  the church balcony,  instal la t ion of  a i r  

condi t ioning in  the Fel lowship Hal l  and Sanctuary.  Most  recent ly ,  the 

sanctuary technology was upgraded as  par t  of  a  $500,000 renovat ion program. 

The indebtedness  of  the church was also paid off .  Over  50 new minis t r ies ,  

such as  the AIDS Task Force,  men & women's  minis t r ies ,  mentor ing programs 

for  youth,  senior  c i t izen minis t r ies ,  youth suicide cr is is  prevent ion,  and a  

community evangel ism outreach program were establ ished.  Since 2001,  the 

Beaut i ful  Gate  Outreach Center ,  a  ful l -service HIV/AIDS test ing,  medical ,  

outreach,  and educat ional  program, has  been serving the community,  ass is t ing 



thousands of  Delawareans annual ly .  I t  has  received nat ional  and internat ional  

recogni t ion as  a  model  fa i th-based HIV Minis t ry  and cont inues to  this  day to  

serve the Delaware community.

 

Dr.  Beaman has  served as  the Director  on several  community boards,  

organizat ions,  governmental  task force,  and commissions.  He is  the past  

President  of  the Interdenominat ional  Minis ter ia l  Act ion Counci l  of  

Wilmington,  Delaware.  He has  been inducted into the Mart in  Luther  King,  Jr .  

Board of  Preachers  a t  Morehouse College in  Atlanta ,  Georgia .  He is  a  20-year  

member of  the General  Board of  the Afr ican Methodis t  Episcopal  Church,  

serving as  Chairman of  the Nominat ing Commit tee  and delegates  to  the World 

Methodis t  Counci l .  He is  a lso a  member of  the Alpha Phi  Alpha Fraterni ty ,  

and Prince Hal l  Mason Star  of  the East  Lodge #1.  He is  one of  a  few clergy 

persons in  the nat ion that  has  offered the prayer  in  both the U.S.  Senate  and 

House of  Representat ives .

 

Dr.  Beaman was honored to  be asked by President Joseph Biden  to  offer  the 

benedict ion at  January 20,  2021,  Presidential  Inauguration of  Joseph R.  

Biden  and Vice President Kamala Harris .  The Beaman and Biden famil ies  

have been fr iends for  c lose to  thir ty  years .

 

On July 11,  2021,  during the General  Conference,  Dr.  Beaman was elected 

and consecrated as  the 139 t h  Bishop in  the Afr ican Methodis t  Episcopal  

Church in  Orlando,  Flor ida.  He has  been assigned to  serve the 15 t h  AME 

Episcopal  Distr ic t  (Namibia ,  Angola ,  Boland,  Eastern Cape,  Queenstown,  

Cape and Kalahari  Annual  Conferences)  of  South Afr ica .

He is  marr ied to  his  chi ldhood sweethear t  and best  f r iend,  Renée Palmore 

Beaman,  RN. Renée current ly  serves  as  the Governor-appointed Director  of  

the Delaware Divis ion of  State  Service Centers ,  which oversees  Delaware 's  

f i f teen social  service centers ,  the State  Off ice  of  Volunteer ism,  and the 



Office of  Community Services .  They are  the blessed parents  of  two adul t  

daughters ,  Asaiah (Gregory Fisher)  and Kori  (Walter  Cheatham),  and 

grandchi ldren,  Maliah,  Gabriel la ,  Gregory Mason,  and Kai .

 


